
My Intrepid Journey ~ METLIB 2014: Libraries at the edge of discovery!  

An overview report 

Kia ora koutou - greetings to everyone! 

During the course of studying the MIT(LIS) degree, I had continuously found the International Federation of 
Library Associations (IFLA) crossing my path of study. This is indicative of IFLA’s statement as the leading 
international body representing the interests of library and information services, let alone known as the 
global voice of the library and information profession.  

It was because of IFLA’s influence through my university studies that I stumbled across the Metropolitan 
Libraries (METLIB), a sub section which aims to be a platform primarily for libraries of cities with 400,000 or 
more inhabitants.  

METLIB was formerly the Round Table of the International Association of Metropolitan Libraries (INTAMEL) 
and dates its origins back to 1966, when Prague City Library had organised an international conference to 
celebrate INTAMEL’s seventh anniversary. City libraries were invited from countries across the globe to 
attend which had proven to be a very beneficial networking opportunity to share information and to promote 
the development and advancement of libraries. Since then, an annual conference has been hosted by 
different library system from around the world.  

Members of METLIB are able to exchange ideas and information on a range of professional topics which 
include, though not limited to:  

• Library networks 

• Library buildings 

• Automation 

• Training and research 

• Public relations  

• Service to special groups 

 
My Intrepid Journey to Auckland, New Zealand during May 8 – 16 gave way to attending the METLIB2014 
Conference, hosted by Auckland City Council Public Libraries. I felt very privileged to be among what I 
classify as the elite of international library-land! 

The METLIB2014 program began on the Sunday evening for conference registration and a Mayoral 
reception at the Hilton Hotel. It was then followed by 4.5 days of positively empowering experiences, 
amazingly beautiful spaces, awesome food and wine, while forging some wonderful and hopefully long term 
networking relationships internationally.  

It wasn’t until the next day METLIB2014 seriously got underway in earnest at Auckland’s Central Library 
with a very moving powhiri (Maori welcome) and an inspiring opening address by poet and erstwhile 
librarian Robert Sullivan, “Libraries at the edge of discovery”.  

There were 10 presentations in total:  

1. Breaking the invisible boundaries – making room for new services 
Jaana Tyrni, Director of Espoo City Library, Finland. 

2. Changing Direction: challenges, strategies and techniques 
Judith Hare, Canada.  

3. Zagreb City Libraries on an Intrepid Journey – from ideas to projects: exploring, applying and sharing with 
others 
Davorka Bastic and Zdenka Sviben 

4. The integrated service project at Regional Public Library 
Jeff Barber 

5. From disaster to recovery: a library’s response to the Christchurch earthquakes and its role in the recovery of 
the city 
Carolyn Robertson, Libraries and Information Manager, Christchurch City Libraries 

6. The Library Iconic: joys and challenges of landmark design for future library services 
Patti Manolis, Chief Executive Officer, Geelong Regional Library 



7. Riding the rollercoaster – delivering opportunity and outcomes for the city’s culture strategy 
Marian Morgan-Bindon, Manager Library Services and Cultural Development, City of Gold Coast 

8. Technology, innovation and the library of the future 
Joseph Murphy and Allison Dobbie. 

9. Where do Germans go on Sundays? Certainly NOT to the public library! 
Barbara Lison, Director of the Stadtbibliothek, Bremen 

10. Strategies for Urban Relevance: The Free Library in the New Century 
Siobhan Reardon, President and Director, Free Library of Philadelphia and James R. Keller AIA, Creative 
Partnerships 

Site visits held during the weeklong conference including visiting:  

• National Library of New Zealand – visit to the Auckland centre and meeting Bill Mcnaught, National Librarian 
(hosted by the National Library, a MetLib 2014 sponsor) 

• Māori marae (a building and space used for gatherings and meetings) 

• Auckland Art Gallery 

• Auckland City Libraries 
- Tupu, (New Zealand’s only specialist youth library) 
- Auckland Central Library (self guided tour) 
- Waiheke Library (currently being constructed) 
 

When initially attending METLIB2014 as a delegate in training, I felt I may have been out of my depth, 
however all delegates and hosts of the conference ensured that I was welcomed much like everyone who 
attended on varying levels. I was provided the opportunity to be immersed with an international group of 
information (library) professionals. The vast array of personal and professional experience shared among 
all paved way for better understanding of what issues can be faced through socio and geographical 
climates, technological difficulties, environmental impacts, innovations, collaborations and partnerships was 
a wealth of information to take in.  

The networking opportunities has allowed for newly formed ‘industry’ friendships that share a common goal, 
that of  

As a information professional that has a keen interest of the professional internationally, I am of the belief 
organisations such as IFLA (METLIB) enable new and old practitioners to come together in a shared 
community environment globally.  

The METLIB annual conference of IFLA is definitely I conference I will follow into the future. 

Attending the conference is a experience I shall never forget and I look forward with anticipation in being 
able to attend METLIB2015 hosted by Pestalozzie-Library Zurich in Switzerland next year in May!  


